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Faith Camp 2019 - LAB-Rewrite the Rules 
 

Week 1 July 8-12  Discover 
Week 2 July 15-19  Explore 
Week 3 July 22-26  Share  
 

Faith Camp is a three week Bible day camp 
that is lead by our youth and mentored by 
adults. If you have any questions contact 
our Youth and Family Director, John Vickery 
at 713-664-3048 or email him at 
jvickery@faithbellaire.org.   



Well, this spring has not turned 
out like I thought it would. My 
family came to some unexpected 
twists in the road. We’re not alone 
in that. 

I thought my continuing education 
this year would consist of following in the 
footsteps of Paul and learning more about the 
New Testament. Instead I spent some time in the 
wilderness, and some time doing intensive in-
patient family therapy and came away learning 
more about my daughter and myself.  

I am very grateful for that time and I trust that it 
was God at work to bring healing into all of our 
lives. As always, when God is at work, our work is 
to surrender. To let go and let God. To get with 
the program. 

Because of who I am, and because of what I do, 
no matter where I go or what I do, ministry and 
congregational life go with me. I am always, 
always, wondering about what God is up to. 
What nudges ought I heed along the way? What 
does God want to do, in and through Christian 
community, to bring wholeness into peoples’ 
lives? How do we join God in that, that God’s will 
be done on earth as it is in heaven? 

The family therapy we experienced consisted of 
a bunch of strangers gathering together to learn 
and share ourselves with each other. Which, to 
me, is a great way of imagining congregational 
life. We are always a bunch of strangers to one 
another (even to ourselves). We demonstrate 
hospitality to others because that is what it takes 
for us to experience hospitality ourselves. We 
come together to build up, to encourage each 
other. To praise God and to rely on God. 

Family therapy looked like honesty, authenticity, 
vulnerability. There was a scientific, medical, 
component of learning about therapeutic 
interventions in wacky brain chemistry to help a 
troubled person come to a place where they are 
capable of doing the emotional, psychological 

Scattered Thoughts 
by Rev. Kerry Nelson, Senior Pastor 
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Continued on next page... 

Each fall, the Christian Community Service Center 

(CCSC) distributes grade-appropriate school supplies 

and a voucher for a new school uniform and shoes to 

children from low-income families.  In 2018, more 

than 6,000 children benefitted from the Back to 

School program.   

Faith Lutheran Church will host the 2019 distribution 

of these school supplies on August 2 – 3.  On these 

two days, more than 2,000 families will visit our 

church campus to receive the school supplies and 

vouchers for their children.  Faith Lutheran will again 

offer our hospitality to those with significant 

financial need. 

What can I do to sponsor a student? 

It costs only $45.00 to provide each child with a 

comprehensive packet of school supplies and new 

clothing/shoes in line with their school’s uniform 

requirements.  Please consider donating funds to the 

Back to School program for one or more students.  

Donations of any amount can be contributed in one 

of two ways: 

→ Donate online! The CCSC website is a convenient 

way to give, and your gift can be designated to 

Back To School:  www.ccschouston.org 

→ Donate through Faith Lutheran Church.  Include 

your donation with your church offering.  

Designate ‘Back to School’ on your check or 

offering envelope. 

How can I help with this event? 

Look for volunteer opportunities at the sign up table 

on Sundays, July 14, 21, or 28.  

CCSC’s Back to School Event 
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The mission of  Faith Lutheran Church is  

to follow Jesus in blessing the world  

with faith, hope, and love. 

work. There was the spiritual component of telling the truth, listening closely, risking saying the hard thing, forgiving 
one another, trusting the Spirit’s presence. 

As I drove home, reliving the experience in my memory, I kept thinking about congregational life. We are always front 
and center about peoples’ physical health. Last year, about the same time of year, I was home following surgery. I was 
blessed with an outpouring of love in prayers, visits, and food. But how responsive are we, or can we be, around issues 
of mental health? 

Are there ways of doing Christian community together to create healing spaces in peoples’ lives who struggle with their 
own or their loved ones’ mental health? Both the answer and the challenge are clear to me. The answer is absolutely 
YES. And the challenge is the power of shame. Toxic shame.  

Every week we have hundreds of people who come to our campus to support one another in maintaining healthy lives, 
free from the insanity of addictive illnesses. They would all tell you that it is easy to quit but it is hard to keep quitting. 
They can’t do it alone and they can’t do it without relying on God and each other. So they show up for one another. 
Some show up multiple times a week, some every day. 

For almost 100 years now, such gatherings required the cloak of anonymity as the only means of getting people past the 
toxic shame that was keeping them sick. Over that time, the medical and therapeutic communities have continued to 
learn more about family systems, genetics, brain chemistry, and both process and chemical addictions. As we have 
learned more about mental illness some of its shame has been replaced with understanding and empathy. Some. But 
we still have a long way to go. 

I’m wondering today if anonymity isn’t as helpful as it used to be. I know this is heretical thinking but some of the 
greatest moves in history were started by heretics. I want to think about these issues because they matter. Right now 
I’m thinking that it is time to take a new kind of action. To look more deeply into the character and nature of 
congregational life. To become more willing to take risks and be vulnerable. To trust that the best way to know God 
more fully is to know other people, and to know ourselves, more fully. 

Now is the season for vacation and long rides on my motorcycle. Now you know what will be on my mind when I turn 
the music off and ponder. How can we best help each other help each other? 

 

 

Continued... 
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Doug and Karen Elsen’s 50th Anniversary Fiesta 

Thank you to all the friends who contributed to making our 
50th anniversary celebration especially happy.   

You are a blessing to us. 
Sincerely,  

Doug and Karen Elsen  
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Since the beginning of Faith Chinese Fellowship in October 2013, many Chinese visiting scholars and 
their families have been warmly welcomed into the Faith family. Most of these visiting scholars are 
university faculty members or physicians at major hospitals in China. They come to visit and do 
research at University of Houston, Rice University, Texas Southern University, and the Texas Medical 
Center.  They stay in Houston for a year or two and then return to China.  

Jingtao Luo is a physician from a prominent cancer Institute in Tianjin, China. When he came as a 
visiting scholar to MD Anderson in 2014, his mother Grace Li followed him and lived in Houston for a 

year.  Both Jingtao and Grace came to Faith and joined Faith choir.  They faithfully participated in choir rehearsal on 
Thursday evenings and singing on Sunday mornings. Grace also joined Faith’s ESL class and was very active in the 
Faith Chinese Fellowship. She was baptized on February 8, 2015, and return to China in August of the same year. 
Almost four years later,  Grace and a good friend of hers came to travel in the U.S. and spent a week in Houston in 
late April and early May. While in Houston, she went to choir practice and sang with the choir on Sunday. She and 
friends of Faith Chinese Fellowship participated in the Greater Houston NAMI Walk of May 4. She even found time 
to volunteer at Houston Food Bank. Alan Balius, the choirmaster of Faith, upon seeing the photos of Grace and her 
friend at the Food Bank on Facebook, wrote a Facebook note, “So Grace visits us on her vacation in the U.S. and 
volunteers to help others at the Food Bank. This is what a follower of Jesus looks like.”  

Grace came to see me in the church office and said, “Special circumstances prevent 
me from participating in church activities in China. However, I have spread the love 
of God with the works of my hands.” She told me that after returning to China in 
2015, she started two volunteer organizations in the district of her city:  one is a 
book club, the other is a charity that is named “Loving Heart Volunteer Station.”  
Each organization has a membership of over 300 people. Her charity receives 
donations of books, clothes, toiletries, and household necessities and then ships 
them to remote and poor villages and schools. They even network with other 
organizations to deliver truck-loads of poverty relief materials and school supplies 
to places as far as Tibet and Xinjiang.  She and her volunteers also visit residents in 
nursing homes and autistic kids in a special education school. When it is a holiday or 
festival, they always bring fruits and special presents to the elders and students. “I 
cannot share the gospel with my mouth, but I can do it with my hands.” Grace 
repeated this several times to me. It is my prayer that God continues to lead and 
guide Grace and bless her works of charity.   

Jesus once told a parable of a farmer going out to sow seeds. “And as he sowed, some seeds fell on the path, and 
the birds came and ate them up.  Other seeds fell on rocky ground, where they did not have much soil, and they 
sprang up quickly, since they had no depth of soil.  But when the sun rose, they were scorched; and since they had 
no root, they withered away.  Other seeds fell among thorns, and 
the thorns grew up and choked them. Other seeds fell on good soil 
and brought forth grain, some a hundredfold, some sixty, some 
thirty. Let anyone with ears listen!” (Matthew 13:4-9)  Jesus wants 
us not to be discouraged when the seeds fall on the path, rocky 
ground, or among the thorns. It is part of the business of sowing 
seeds. But I do not think that is the focal point of his parable.  I 
believe the main purpose of this parable is to assure us that some 
seeds will definitely fall on good soil. Jesus wants us to be 
confident and get ready to rejoice and celebrate when these seeds 
“brought forth grain, some a hundred-fold, some sixty, some 
thirty.” Therefore, let us diligently and joyfully sow the seeds of 
God’s Kingdom, the seeds of faith, love, and hope. Let us trust that 
God will make them grow and produce much fruit.  

Sowing the Seeds of Love 
by Rev. Junfeng Tan, Associate Pastor 
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Pentecost is one of the key festival Sundays on our liturgical calendar. It is like the birthday for the 

church. We remember and celebrate the movement of the Holy Spirit as told in Acts 2. It was the 

birth of something new and God’s power being infused with the followers of Jesus. 

“What does this mean?” the devout ask (Acts 2:12). For those gathered in that house, the event 

meant the birth of sudden, surprising, unmerited new life. Filled with the Holy Spirit, they burst 

from the house with a story to share about God’s wonders. But what does this event of Pentecost mean for us, 

today, many centuries later? God is at work here, now, in the world. Through the gift of the Holy Spirit, the 

Advocate, God is walking alongside as friend, truth-teller, comforter, and guide. 

The writer of John’s gospel speaks of it in this way: the Advocate, the one whom the Father will send, will teach 

the disciples everything they need to know. God is not yet finished revealing who God is, and the disciples are not 

yet finished learning. Through the Spirit of truth, the disciples will do the work of Jesus, and his life will continue 

through them. 

In holy baptism, the Spirit rests on the heads of young and old alike. Filled with the Holy Spirit, the baptized have 

an old, old story to tell of Jesus and his love—and a new, new story of how God is birthing sudden, surprising, and 

unmerited new life all around us, every day. God is at work, here, now in the world through the lives of everyday 

Christians. Jesus’ work continues through the lives of all the baptized. We discover meaning from this Pentecost 

story today, not only for our own sake but for the sake of the world that so hungers for this life. 

Pentecost is a great day to remind ourselves that God is not something we have control of. God is not a neat, tidy 

pet that we keep in a box and only turn to with our petitions and need for mercy. God is like a fierce wind that will 

strip things down to their foundations. God is not containable or predictable. The wind blows where it wants and 

when it wants. And sometimes we are shocked to 

see where the Spirit is going.  

We mark Pentecost Sunday in many different ways. 

You will see young people processing while waving 

different things: red streamers, birds, and 

butterflies. The music will have some rhythm to it. 

We will sing and hear a variety of languages.  

We try to make the day a little festive and surprising 

as well. One year we filled the sanctuary with red 

confetti (you can occasionally still find a piece in the 

pews). Another year we had flame-like balloon 

sculptures. What will happen this year? You’ll have 

to come and see for yourself! 

Pentecost is June 9 
by Dr. Clayton Faulkner, Director of Worship, Music, and Technology 
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Prayer Corner - Bread That Satisfies 
by Peggy Porter  

 

Read John 6:35-51 and Psalm 90:14-17  

John 6:35 – “I am the bread of life; whoever 
comes to me shall not hunger and whoever 
believes in me shall never thirst.”  

In Jesus, we’re always satisfied, even when we 
don’t realize it.  He gives daily bread for our bodies, the 
forgiveness of sins, and everlasting life.  In him, we have 
everything we need, a promise as certain as God.  But this side 
of heaven involves dealing with sinful flesh that seeks to doubt 
God’s word. Satan stirs us to chase food that perishes, and 
we’re all guilty of heeding his voice and devouring the wrong 
foods.  

At these sins exposed by the Law, we can only repent and hear 
again Jesus’ promise:  “whoever comes to me shall not  

 

 

hunger, and whoever believes in me shall never 
thirst.”  Eternity is bound up in this promise for the 
Church.  When we lack physical things, we know that in Christ 
our sufferings and lack are temporary.  When God gives us an 
abundance—and so often does!—we can respond in 
thanksgiving for daily bread. 

In times of lack or in times of plenty, the baptized believer is 
satisfied in Christ, who sustains us both physically and 
spiritually.  He absolves us of sin and promises us life 
eternal.  At that time, hunger and thirst will be no more. 

Pray:  Gracious heavenly Father, teach us to look to you and 
trust in your provision.  Let us not chase food that perishes but 
crave the bread of life that truly satisfies.  Amen. 

The plane tickets are bought, our bags are (mostly) packed, and we are ready to 
depart in just a few days bound for Puerto Rico. We cannot thank the congregation 
enough for making this trip a reality and we can’t wait to share with you all of our 
experiences. If you are one of our stockholders, be watching your email inbox for 
updates directly from Puerto Rico throughout the trip. We will also be giving a report 
to the whole congregation on Sunday, July 28.   

Mission Trip to Puerto Rico 
by John Vickery, Director of Youth and Family Ministry 
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The differences in the seasons will never cease to amaze me. Sure the weather changes, but in this case 
I’m talking about our schedules. For the purposes of this article, I’m going to focus in on two particular 
seasons: school year and summer. During the school year, I know that families are pulled in a multitude 
of directions. If a family has more than one child, those directions only begin to multiply as each child 
has different activities. Scheduling anything during the academic year tends to be a struggle, and 
sometimes it feels that there is no possible way to fit even one more thing onto the calendar.  
 

Then comes summer break. All of a sudden a huge chunk of the day has opened up, and the question becomes what 
do we do with all of this newfound time? I remember growing up always counting down the days to summer vacation 
to get to summer, really enjoy the time off for two or three weeks, and then start counting down the days until school 
started again because I had gotten bored.  
 
What is interesting to me is how my busy seasons have shifted. Several years ago while I was in school that required 
me to be on campus from 7:30 AM until 2:10 PM and then have swim practices, band rehearsals, and so on. That 
schedule occupied 90% of my days from September until June. Now my busiest time of the year is the summer 
months, June until September. Here in just a few days I’ll be leading the High Schoolers on their mission trip to Puerto 
Rico. Almost as soon as we get back we start gearing up for Faith Camp Training, and then the three weeks of actual 
Faith Camp. Then come August I’m knee deep in planning the next High School trip and events for the entire year to 
be ready to set into action as soon as September hits. 
 
Now, you may be thinking to yourself, “yes, we are all busy why remind us of this fact?” There is one constant that 
remains in my life through both of these seasons…my faith. Growing up this was something that was demonstrated to 
me by Mom. If I had not had this example in my childhood, I think that it would be easy for me to rationalize why I 
could skip church, or skip youth group on account of my busy schedule. So, I encourage all of you to take advantage of 
the summer months, when schedules may be a little less hectic, and make your faith a priority. Reconnect with those 
who are around you, and perhaps build some new relationships that could carry into the coming year. Let those 
relationships with each other grow and be a source of mutual support. I love the line from the movie Drumline, “One 
band, One Sound.” I think this is an example for us as well. To show such support to our brothers and sisters in Christ, 
to the tune of being one voice that proclaims the love of Jesus.  

The Peace of God 
by John Vickery, Director of Youth and Family Ministry 



 
 

The LEAD Team is continuing their work in the 
development of a Strategic Plan for Youth and Family 
Ministry. Your continued support in their work is greatly 
appreciated. We have wrapped up our listening sessions 
and are now reviewing the data that has been collected. 
Your input and participation in this process will be 
instrumental in the development of our strategic plan for 
the future.  

9 Parent’s Night Out  
Friday, June 21 @ 6:00 - 10:00 PM   
Faith Center Gym 
 

An evening full of activities for kids from ages 6 

months to 12 years old. Please RSVP via email to 

PNO@faithbellaire.org to ensure that we have a 

spot for your kiddo.  

The cost is $15 per child. You may pay in cash at the 

door or online in advance at faithbellaire.org/

give and select PNO.  

Upcoming Dates:  
July 12 and August 9 

LEAD Team Update 
by John Vickery, Director of Youth and Family Ministry 

Happy Father’s Day.  

We love and appreciate you! 
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Sunday Worship Leader Schedule—June 2019 

8:30 AM 
 

June 2 June 9 June 16 June 23 June 30 

Acolyte   Christian Georgi Elsa Becker John Tan 

Crucifer Emma Voosen Aidan Findone  Alice Tian Alice Tian 

Lector  Dave Gohlke Bob Medlen Joann Welton Janice Kolosseus 

Communion 
Assistants 

Doug Elsen 
Scott Ramsey 

Carl Watson 
Dave Gohlke 

Carl Watson 
Dave Gohlke 

Sara Karow 
Sharon Koch 

Sara Karow 
Sharon Koch 

Asst Minister William Walker Karen Elsen Carol Strawn Carol Strawn Bob Medlen 

Ushers Jeff Addicks 
Troy Becker 

Art Grove 
Bill Freeman 

Art Grove 
Bill Freeman 

Brian Taylor 
Scott Ramsey 

Brian Taylor 
Scott Ramsey 

Children’s 
Church 

Melinda 
McGouldrick 

 Amy McNulty Courtney Fast Helen Watson 

Altar Guild Barbara McDowell Barbara McDowell 
Janice Decker 

Joann Welton Joann Welton Diana Rettig 
Roxy Funchess 

10:50 AM 
 

June 2 June 9 June 16 June 23 June 30 

Acolytes Nicholas Walker 
Dillon Williams 

Andres Baerenwald 
Deacon Faulkner 

Aaron Allen 
Andy Allen 

Zach Michaud 
Nate Michaud 

Deacon Faulkner 
James Cross 

Communion 
Assistants 

Kirk and Beth 
Bruce 

Dave and Wendy 
Farner 

Jon and Nancy 
Holmes 

Lorah Gough 
Roxy Funchess 

Kelley Keller 
Susan Tallman 

Asst Minister Lyle Jares Jim Cross Jim Cross Sam Kennedy Sam Kennedy 

Ushers Lerch Family Jon and Nancy 
Holmes 

Dave and Wendy 
Farner 

Cross Family Staci DeKunder 

Children’s 
Church 

Hannah Anderson Sara Karow Catherine Hahn Kevondra Mathis Beth Bruce 

Altar Guild Barbara McDowell 
Diana Freeman 

Barbara McDowell 
Janice Decker 

Joann Welton Joann Welton Diana Rettig 
Roxy Funchess 

 

If you have been scheduled as a worship leader and are unable to serve, please respond by clicking 
“Decline” on the Planning Center Online email. You may also arrange to trade with someone else 

who is scheduled during the month and advise the church office of the change by  
Wednesday afternoon. 



Summer Learning at Faith 
Sundays @ 9:45 - 10:30 AM 

June - August, 2019 

 

Children’s Learning - staffed 
childcare in the Faith Center Gym 
every week for 5th grade and 
below! 
 

Youth Learning - Middle and high 
school students will combine every 
week for service and learning in the 
Faith Center loft. 
 

Adult Learning - Adults will gather 
in the Fellowship Hall every Sunday 
for learning around a variety of 
topics: 
 

  

             June 2 - “Summer @ Seminary” with Evangeline Dai 

 June 9 - “Summer @ Seminary” with Evangeline Dai 

    June 16 - “Summer @ Seminary” with Clayton Faulkner 

    June 23 - “Summer @ Seminary” with Clayton Faulkner 

    June 30 - “Summer @ Seminary” with Clayton Faulkner 
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Rev. Kerry Nelson  Senior Pastor 

Rev. Junfeng Tan  Associate Pastor 

Stacy Williams  Director of Operations  

Dr. Clayton Faulkner  Pastoral Intern 

John Vickery      Director of Youth and Family 

Kendolyn Pope  Director of Faith Schools  

Yu Cao    Office Coordinator  

Avier Whitfield  Office Coordinator  

Alan Balius   Organist/Choir Director 

Nettie Rodriguez                      Evening Facility Manager 

Darrell Glenn   Facility Services 

Faith Lutheran Church 

4600 Bellaire Boulevard at Avenue B 

Bellaire, Texas 77401 

 

Office: 713-664-3048  

Fax: 713-664-3371 

Faith Day School: 713-664-3233 

Mother’s Day Out: 713-664-7726 

 

FaithBellaire.org 

FaithDaySchool.org 

FaithHouseHouston.org 

info@faithbellaire.org 
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