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Scattered Thoughts

by Rev. Kerry Nelson, Senior Pastor

November opens with All Saints’
Day and election day. That’s an
interesting combination. All Saints’
reminds us of the Christian legacy
that has been bequeathed to us to
preserve and promote in the
world. | am grateful to the people
of God of all times and places who have carried
the light of Christ into our lives and have now
handed the baton to us.

And election day reminds us of the great
American experiment of self-governance.
Neither Jesus nor Paul would or could have
imagined a “one person, one vote” way of
organizing our social, communal, interconnected
lives. In fact, it wasn’t until 1920 that WE did.
Only with the ratification of the 19" amendment
were women finally recognized as “persons” and
included as active participants in self-
government.

Should Christians care about good government?
Yes. Should Christians involve themselves in
government? Yes. Should Christians vote? Yes.
Why? Because, when Jesus was asked about
whether or not people ought to pay taxes to the
government, Jesus answered, “Give therefore to
the emperor the things that are the emperor’s,
and to God the things that are God’s” (Matthew
22:21).

Of course this is more complicated today
because of the nature of our government. In
Paul’s day, Rome controlled every square inch
where Paul traveled. The rules and the local ruler
all came from Rome or operated only under
consent from the Roman government. It was an
empire. A powerful empire.

We live in a different day. We live under a
government of our own choosing. We get to vote
on who represents us. My sense is that this
amplifies our responsibilities to be good citizens.

Further, we believe we live under a higher
authority than those in Austin or

Continued on next page...

Quilt Blessing

October was our —
first hint of ‘ -

cooler weather

to come, so on

the 17, we

packed up the 47 quilts we had made
since early summer.

Pastor Tan lead us in a blessing for
those who would receive them.
Dorothy Rosenbaum and Diana Rettig
took them to CCSC Emergency Services
where they were pleased to receive

Blood Drive
November 18
Community Room

Faith will be hosting a blood drive on
November 18! Please remember to
sign up in the lobby or online at
www.giveblood.org (organization
1037).

Gulf Coast Regional
Blood Center

“ommit for Life.




The mission of Faith Lutheran Church &5
to follow [esus in blessing the world

with faith, hope, and love.
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Washington...but we also believe that the positions people hold as public leaders is also a holy calling. This is why we
pray for those who hold positions of leadership in just about all of our worship services.

Caring about public policy and good government is a Christian duty. Participating in the responsibilities of citizenship,
including voting and paying our legally required taxes, is a Christian duty. Paying attention to governmental actions at all
levels is a Christian duty. Speaking out and speaking up are Christian duties.

Christians disagree strongly with each about where they stand on individual issues. As people of good will, sometimes
that means we have to agree to disagree, and sometimes we have to admit that we are wrong and change our minds.

For example, on October 1 | received a letter from a California organization called “Pray for America” that included a
flyer from the “Faith and Freedom Coalition.” The letter listed what they believe Christians should be concerned about
and the flyer endorsed the Republican candidate from Texas for the U.S. Senate. | don’t think that is appropriate. No
political party has cornered the market on Christian values or principles.

The letter listed three problems they see in public education that Christians ought to be concerned about - students not
allowed to pray, teachers not allowed to read the Bible to their classes, and the gender/bathroom issue. Why those?

| think we all know that there are real challenges today in public education and that Christians ought to care. Why?
Because Jesus cared for children and lifted them up before the adults of his day. Because we believe that every human
being is a gift from God and blessed to be a blessing in the world. An education unlocks those gifts and hones them for
service in the world. Christians ought to be first in line to defend and improve public education. This was, by the way, a
major emphasis for Martin Luther. What good was a Bible in German if Germans couldn’t read it?

Christian values would include seeing that poor kids and rich kids both get the advantages of excellent schools with the
equipment and the resources they need to succeed. Teachers should be well compensated and free to use their gift for
teaching kids instead of teaching for some kind of standardized test. Those, and many others, are all issues of public
policy. We should care about such things. No one can stop a student from praying!

| voted on October 24. The line was long and it was beautiful. Men, women, young people of many races, ethnicities,
and, judging by their clothing, many faiths, peacefully assembled and patiently waited for their opportunity to have their
individual say in who would serve them as governmental authorities. | was proud and grateful to be an American.

But that letter and flier that | received? That one didn’t make me particularly proud of our team.
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President’s Page
by Wendy Farner, Council President

I am trying something new at church this fall. For more years than | can remember, | have taught children’s Learning Group
on Sunday mornings. | started teaching the 3-4™ grade kiddos when mine were that age, and taught in various age
configurations throughout the years. But for most of my time, | have led the middle school kids in service learning on Sunday
mornings. It has been wonderful to get to know the kids who have rotated through, and to help them find meaning and
fulfillment in serving others. We have a great group of kids at Faith, and | was pleased to be an important part of fulfilling our

congregational promise at the baptisms of these children. Asis almost always the case, | got more out of being a Learning
Group leader than | gave, and | learned more from the kids than | taught them. And yet, as this new school year rolled around, | felt that it
was time to step aside and let someone else have that experience. To every thing there is a season.

And so, what to do during the learning hour? Well, extra sleep appeared as an early leading contender for that time spot. As new empty
nesters, Dave and | no longer needed to get our own kids to Learning Group on Sunday mornings. Could we sleep in and just arrive at church
for late service? As much as that held some appeal, that uneasy restlessness began within me, and | knew God wasn’t in favor of that
choice. So rather than resist, Dave and | attended launch day and decided on (different) adult Learning Groups for this season. And yes!
That was the right choice.

As much as | initially felt a bit out of place heading into an adult Learning Group room, the past several weeks have been a real blessing for
me. | have met new people, and gotten to know them (as well as some old friends) on a deeper level. | have been able to share some things
about myself that were not easy, and yet it felt good to be vulnerable and open. | have been led to think about aspects of my faith on a
deeper level, and to enrich my understanding of the weekly scripture readings. | have been reminded anew of why “learning” is one of our
three missional focuses at Faith — it really is critical to each of our spiritual growth and development.

So as an outgrowth of this experience, | want to encourage each of you to try something new this fall at Faith. Even for us old dogs, there
are always new things to try, which will bring us unexpected blessings. What has God been nudging you to do, that you might be resisting?
If you have been sleeping in, is it time for you to participate in a Learning Group on Sunday morning? If you have been participating in a
Learning Group, is it time for you to think about leading one? If you have been attending worship, is it time for you to think about becoming
a worship leader? If you have been enjoying the bell choir, is it time for you to think about joining them? In short, if you have been on the
sidelines, is it time for you to enter the game and play on God’s team?

To every thing there is a season. What season of your faith life is God calling you to be a part of this fall?



Having Enough to Be Thankful J
by Rev. Junfeng Tan, Associate Pastor

The holiday season starts with Thanksgiving. Without the attitude of gratitude, the holiday season will most
likely make you feel dreary, grumpy, exhausted, even depressed. Here are three stories that teach the
lesson of gratitude:

Story one: A man one day ran to his Rabbi and said, “Rabbi, you have to help me. My house is hell. We live
in one room, my wife, my children, my in-laws, and me. It’s hell! There’s not enough room for all of us.” The
Rabbi smiled and said, “Okay. I’ll help you, but you have to promise to do whatever | say.” The man said, “I
promise, | really promise! It’s a solemn promise.” The Rabbi said, “How many animals do you have?” The
man said, “A cow, a goat, and six chickens.” The rabbi said, “Put the animals in the room and come back in a
week.” The man did not believe what he was hearing, but he had promised. He went back home depressed. However, he
indeed brought the animals into the room. The next week, he went back discouraged and said to the Rabbi, “I’'m going crazy!
I’'m going to end up having a stroke. You have to do something...” And the Rabbi said, “Go back home and put the animals
outside. Come back to see me in a week.” The man went running back to his house and did what he was told to do. And
when he came back the next week, his eyes were shining, and he said “Rabbi, the house is a wonder, so clean, so spacious.
It’s paradise!”

The attitude of gratitude and scarcity mentality cannot coexist in your heart. Do you believe that you have enough to be
thankful? You do not need to compare with others to decide whether you have enough or not. You can count your blessings
now and give thanks.

Story two: There’s an old European story about a traveler who came upon a barn where the devil had stored seeds that he
planned to sow in the hearts of people. There were bags of seeds variously marked “Hatred,” “Fear,” “Lust,” “Despair,”
“Unforgiveness,” “Envy,” “Greed,” “Drunkenness.” Out from the shadow, the devil appeared and struck up a conversation
with the traveler. He gleefully told the traveler how easily the seeds sprouted in the hearts of men and women everywhere.
“Tell me,” the traveler asked, “are there any hearts in which these seeds will not sprout?” Glancing about carefully, the devil
slyly confessed, “These seeds will never be sprouted in the heart of a kind, generous, thankful and joy-filled person.”

Jesus admonished us, “Be on your guard against all kinds of greed; for one’s life does not consist in the abundance of
possessions” (Luke 12:15). Apostle Paul talks about the fruit of the Spirit, “love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, generosity,
faithfulness, gentleness, and self-control” (Galatians 5:22,23). As followers of Jesus, we are to cultivate, share and be grateful
for the riches of spiritual life.

Story three: A Zen master lived in a little hut up in the hills. He did not own many things. He lived a simple life. One night
when the master was away, a thief broke into the hut only to discover that there was nothing to steal. The master returned
and caught the burglar. “You have put yourself to much trouble to visit me,” he said, “You must not go away empty-handed.
Please take my clothes and blanket as a gift.” The thief, quite bewildered, took the clothes and escaped into the night. The
master sat down naked, looking at the moon, its silvery light spilling over the mountains, making all things quite

beautiful. “Poor man,” lamented the master, “I wish | could give him the gorgeous moonlight.”

Do you feel so abundantly blessed that you are willing to share? God blesses us so that we may be a blessing to others. It is
when we are willing to share God’s blessings that we truly experience the joy and abundance of living. There are many
opportunities in church and the community for you to share, to give, and to bless during this holiday season and beyond.

Enter his gates with thanksgiving,
And his courts with praise. “A thankful

s heart is not only
Give thanks to Him, bless his name. 19 the gre t virtue,

For the Lord is good; - an]

His steadfast love endures forever,

but the parent of
And his faithfulness to all generations. . all the other

virtues.”
(Psalm 100:4-5)




® Faith Library Re-Opens
by Dr. Clayton Faulkner, Director of Worship, Music, and Technology

Many thanks to Sara Karow, Laura Swanson, Gary Chaffee, and the Women’s Connection for their
help in getting our library reorganized and putting our catalog online. Here are some Frequently
Asked Questions about the library:

_ :::': What types of books are in the library? Biblical studies, Christian living and novels, children’s
S hooks and much more!

What if | want to browse the library, but | am unable to get there? You can browse our library by logging
into https://www.librarything.com/catalog/FaithLC-Bellaire. Browse the list or use “Search this library” to search
by title or author.

How do | check out a book? Self-checkout is available during library hours using the card system for now.
Instructions are posted in the library.

When can | use the library? The library is open Monday through Friday 8AM — 5PM. Please sign in at the church
office on the first floor. The library is open on a limited basis on Sundays to pick up books.

Can | pick up a book on Sundays? Yes. On Sunday mornings the room is used for a learning group. However, the
library is open on a limited basis before and after services and learning groups. Friendly reminder that on
Sundays, staff and volunteers are focused on Worship and learning groups and unable to assist with computer log
in, etc.

Does the library have a computer? Yes. There is one computer in the library and is available Monday — Friday
from 8AM — 5PM, please check in at the church office on the first floor to obtain the guest log in. If you need to
print a document, please limit printing to a maximum of 4 sheets.

Can all books be checked out? No. Some books are fragile and should be handled with extreme care. Those
books are in a special section marked Not for Circulation. Those books can be reviewed, but please do not
remove them from the library.

Can | check out DVDs and study guides? We are still organizing and cataloging books and other media. If there is
something your want to check out, but there is not a card jacket and check out card, please leave us a note.

What if | want to donate gently used books | have at home? We are not accepting donations of used books at
this time, but appreciate the thought. There are other organizations, such as CCSC and Houston Public Library
Foundation, which accept gently used books.

What if | want to donate a new book? We appreciate your interest in building our library. A wish list of new
books is available here: http://a.co/aPmaHZ9.

Are young children allowed in the library? Yes. We have a children’s section and table for the children to read.
We ask that all children under 12 years old be accompanied by an adult (parent or caregiver).

What if | have other questions? Contact the library volunteers Sara Karow and Laura Swanson at
library@faithbellaire.com.

Faith Lutheran’s Library is located second floor, rooms 207 and 209. If you have any questions please don’t
hesitate to contact a library volunteer.


https://secureweb.jpmchase.net/readonly/https:/www.librarything.com/catalog/FaithLC-Bellaire
http://a.co/aPmaHZ9
mailto:library@faithbellaire.com

November New Year
by John Vickery, Director of Youth & Family

The November Mountain Mover may seem like an odd time to call a new year, but for me that is what it will
always be. November marks the start of the first full month that | was at Faith. For this reason, October has
become a month of reflection on the past year.

As | think back on the last couple of years of my life | cannot help but think that if one thing were out of place,
or had failed to happen, there would be a chance that | would not be sitting here writing this article. Although
there were many trials along the way that were bleak in the moment, it is easy now to see how those
experiences empowered me for the next step. For example, leaving home to move to lowa was a leap of faith,
and | thought that | would be spending a number of years at that church. In reality, | reconnected with Kelsey, we got engaged,
and | decided to move away to be closer to her. So, then naturally | had to find new work, so | ended up in a call center;
another thing that | never saw myself doing. Then | left that job and started working as a sales associate for a wireless phone
company; which | did not excel at and | was let go. Then | began working as a server at a restaurant, before finally moving here
to Houston to serve at Faith.

At times, | wonder if life would be easier if job changes and location were the only variables in one life; if only it were that

simple. In the decision to move to Houston, Kelsey and | had to have deep conversations about our goals, comfortability, and
commitment to what we were going to be getting into. We went back and forth several times, and at the end of the day, you
already know the result. We felt called to come to Houston, a place that we had never been, and a place that we knew would
be an adventure for us. At the time we had no idea that a year later we would have bought a house and be expecting a baby.

Life will take its turns, and many events will be unexpected. But, those unexpected moments are the most rewarding and are
the ones that | look back on with the most fondness. | can only imagine now what path is in store for the coming year, and
where our life will take us. We do know one thing, however, that we have God walking along with us every step of the way.
That is the one thing that keeps us going and gives us strength to power through when things get rough or uncertain. This last
year has been an awesome experience and we cannot wait to finish off another year; full of events, laughter, fun, and
learning.

On a personal note, thank you everyone for all of your generous support of Kelsey and | over the past several weeks. We have
been so blessed by all of you from your words of encouragement, meals, and help with our move. We are so lucky to be a part
of a community that has become very much like a second family.

Prayer Corner - High Anxiety
by Peggy Porter

Read Matthew 6:25-33 and Psalm 37:1-7 us in forgiveness. Our loving and gracious God supplies our
physical and spiritual needs.

Seek first the kingdom of God and his

righteousness. (Mt. 6:33) We need look no further than God’s word when the fist of
anxiety begins to pound on our chest. All that we need can be

There are many things to be anxious found there. Secure in our faith in Christ Jesus, we can lay

about: events unfolding on the world stage, every burden, every fear, every worry on him. Our heavenly

disease, strife, bills, job, and the welfare of our families can Father will get you through every anxious time.

also cause a high degree of anxiety. We stress about things we

can and can’t control. Thankfully, Christ gives us the cure to all Pray: Omnipotent and omniscient Lord, give us the faith we
this anxiety we face daily. need to entrust our daily needs to you. Amen.

Our heavenly Father knows what we need. We needed to be
saved from our sins, God gave us Jesus Christ. We needed a
counselor to guide us; God sent the Holy Spirit. We needed to
know the story of God’s great love for us, so God gave us the
Holy Scriptures. Christ’s body feeds us, and his blood clothes




: 8 Community Thanksgiving Day Feast

Thursday, November 22 @ 12:00 PM
Faith Center Gym

This Thanksgiving we are continuing an old Faith tradition. On Thanksgiving Day, November 22, the pastors,
staff, and their families will be preparing and sharing a Thanksgiving meal for anyone who would like to come.
We'll be cooking up a storm in the morning and opening the doors at noon to spend the afternoon together.

We will gather in the Faith Center where we'll eat, watch football, play games, and let the children run around
and play. All we need to know is how many people will be attending.

If you would like to attend, call the church office or email us at info@faithbellaire.org and we will get your
name on the list. We have so much to be thankful for, so let's make this a fun day. Invite your friends and
neighbors.

EVERYONE IS WELCOME

Jingle Bell Express is coming to town!

It's beginning to feel a lot like Jingle Bell Express! In just over a month, on December

7 and 8, CCSC will welcome in thousands of clients to pick up a holiday food package, ‘

and toys and books for their children. These are the ways you can help:

Adopt a cradle! Pick up a cradle in the lobby and take it home to paint and decorate. Return the cradle by
Sunday, December 2 to the lobby. Please include a baby doll to make a perfect gift!

Volunteer during the sort, set-up, and distribution phases. This is a great way for your children to help you and
be a blessing themselves! Please look for a sign-up table in the lobby on Sundays, November 4, 11, and 18.

New toys and books are needed for donation for children ages 0-15 years. These should be a child's main
Christmas toy, not a stocking stuffer. Toys should also be nonviolent (not even Nerf guns) and unwrapped
please!



mailto:info@faithbellaire.org

Parent’s Night Out
Friday, November 9
6:00 - 10:00 PM
Faith Center Gym

Fun activities for kids from ages 12 months to 12 years old.

The cost is $15 per child. You may pay in cash at the door or online in advance at www.faithbellaire.org/give
and select Parent's Night Out. Please cancel reservations anytime prior to the event by email or text message.

Pass this information to ALL of your friends, family, and neighbors for a safe and inexpensive place for your

child to go when you need a parent’s night out!

All Saints’ Sunday
November 4

All Saints’ Sunday is an opportunity

for us to celebrate our place within
the communion of saints of all times and places.

This year, we have two ways of remembering both our
friends and family now with God in paradise.

¢ We are inviting everyone that morning to bring with
them to church a framed picture of a friend or family
member who has passed away.

¢ We will also read the names of the faithful departed
during our remembrance on All Saints' Sunday.

If you would like to remember a friend or family member
who has passed away, you can submit their names to

info@faithbellaire.org.

Sacraments Workshop
Sunday, November 11 @ 3:00—5:30 PM
Conference Room

e Would you like your child to begin receiving Holy
Communion?

e Would you like a brief refresher course in how
Lutherans understand the sacraments?

This class is for you too. Join us and bring your child
to this workshop. Sign up by email:
info@faithbellaire.org.

Congregational Meeting
Sunday, November 11 @ 9:45 AM
Sanctuary

We will approve the 2019 Budget, the slate of new
church council leaders, and vote on the Capital
Campaign.

A Congregational Forum on the 2019 Proposed
Financial Mission Plan will be on Sunday, November 4 at
9:45 AM and 12:15 PM in the Fellowship Hall.

congregational
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Sunday Worship Leader Schedule - November 2018

8:30 AM Nov 4 Nov 11 Nov 18 Nov 25
Acolyte Silas White Elsa Becker John Tan Andres Baerenwald
Crucifer Nicholas Walker Nicholas Groenewold |[Emma Voosen Alice Tian
Lector Joann Welton Mardi Mayerhoff Karen Elsen Bob Medlen
Communion Lenora Ohlenbusch Bill Puryear Bill Puryear Carl Watson
Assistants Tom Dorman Jeff Addicks Jeff Addicks Dave Gohlke
Asst Minister [Annika Becker Annika Becker Doug Elsen Doug Elsen
Ushers Jeff Addicks Troy Becker Brian Taylor Bill Puryear

Sharon Richter Sharon Richter Scott Ramsey Scott Ramsey
Children’s Courtney Fast Amy McNulty
Church
Altar Guild Betty Dossey Betty Dossey Betty Dossey Betty Dossey
Joann Welton Joann Welton

10:50 AM Nov 4 Nov 11 Nov 18 Nov 25

Acolytes Trevor Groenewold Zach Michaud Aaron Allen Ava Cauley

Dylan McGouldrick Nate Michaud Andy Allen Dillon Williams
Communion Kelley Keller Diana Boihem Beth Bruce Jon and Nancy Holmes
Assistants Sara Karow Karen Ellison
Asst Minister |Lyle Jares Lyle Jares Jim Cross Jim Cross

Ushers Roxy Funchess Jon and Nancy Dave and Wendy Lerch Family
Holmes Farner

Children’s Melinda McGouldrick |[Jasmine Gabriel Hannah Anderson

Church

Altar Guild Betty Dossey Betty Dossey Betty Dossey Betty Dossey

Joann Welton

Joann Welton

If you have been scheduled as a worship leader and are unable to serve, please respond by
clicking “Decline” on the Planning Center Online email. You may also arrange to trade with
someone else who is scheduled during the month and advise the church office of the change
by Wednesday afternoon.
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FALL LEARNING GROUPS

Children and Youth Learning

We want kids to MOVE and participate in learning
on Sunday mornings. We want kids to MOVE
forward in their relationship with Jesus. We want
kids to MOVE out into their world to make

an impact.

All elementary groups gather in Room #306 to start.

Toddlers (22 months - 3 years)
Led by Tina Wood, meets in Faith Center Room #301

Pre-K (4 - 5 years) Led by Denise Adams and Helen
Watson, meets in Faith Center Room #307

Kindergarten - 2nd Grade Led by Kelsey Vickery, meets
in Faith Center Room #305

3rd - 5th Grade Led by Mayra Marshall and Jennifer
Blessington, meets in Faith Center Room #308

Middle School (6th - 8th Grade) Led by John Vickery
and Tom Dorman, meets in Faith Center Room #309

High School (9th - 12th Grade) Led by Kelley Keller,
Hannah Anderson, and Alex Dyson, meets upstairs in
Faith Center

Faith Lutheran Church
4600 Bellaire Boulevard at Avenue B

Bellaire, Texas 77401 Stacy Williams

Dr. Clayton Faulkner

Office: 713-664-3048

Fax: 713-664-3371

Faith Day School: 713-664-3233
Mother’s Day Out: 713-664-7726

John Vickery
Kelsey Vickery
Kendolyn Pope
Yu Cao

Avier Whitfield

FaithBellaire.org Alan Balius

FaithDaySchool.org Alicia Obando

FaithHouseHouston.org Ana Rivas

info@faithbellaire.org Darrell Glenn

Rev. Kerry Nelson

Rev. Junfeng Tan

Adult Learning

Basic Christianity (Chinese) - Led by Pastor Junfeng Tan,
Room #300 (Faith Center Community Room)

Circle of Friends - Led by Sara Karow, Room #121 (Day
School Hallway)

Outlaw Christian - Led by Dave Gohlke and Rev. Mary
Browne, Room #101 (Conference Room)

Taking Faith Home - Led by Betty Becker, Library
(Upstairs Room #207)

The Good News Class - Led by Cliff Condit,
Room #120 (Day School Hallway)

Young and Elementary Families - Led by Eric and
Courtney Lerch, Room #122 (Day School Hallway)

Senior Pastor

Associate Pastor

Director of Operations

Director of Worship, Music, and Technology
Director of Youth and Family

Children’s Ministry Coordinator

Director of Faith Schools

Office Coordinator

Office Coordinator

Organist/Choir Director

FAIIH

LUTHERAI

Building Manager
Custodian

Facility Services
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