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Scattered Thoughts

by Rev. Kerry Nelson, Senior Pastor

June has always been one of my
favorite months. The shimmering
oasis of the end of the school year
and the beginning of summer. This
year has proven to be a decidedly
mixed bag. | had no idea that my
surgery would be so disruptive or
that recovering would prove so painful. | hated
to miss Confirmation Sunday. | was very grateful
that my first Sunday back allowed me to be here
to pray for our graduates.

There is nothing more important in what we do
as a Christian congregation than raising children.
We come alongside parents in helping them
raise children who are prepared to move out
into the world as people of faith and blessings to
others. When we describe the map of our
ministry - our determination to focus on
worship, learning, and healing - our care for
children is right there at the heart of it.

Even though they have now graduated from high
school or college, | do hope that our graduates
realize that their educations will never end. They
will never quit learning. As people of faith, | hope
they come to realize that God is always at work
in their learning. That every life experience can
be their teacher.

| know I've learned some things over these past
three months. | learned that God alone is our
Healer. Medical professionals and institutions
have their place but they are not the source of
our healing (and they would be the first to tell
you that). At best they put us in the position to
allow God’s healing to come. They make
educated guesses, based on their knowledge and
experience, but God alone brings healing.

| learned, from first-hand experience, something

Continued on next page...

Volunteers from Faith
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51 clients at the CCSC

Food Pantry on May 12.
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about the opioid addiction crisis that | might have known intellectually but now know experientially. | was given a pain
medication that worked very well. | just didn’t realize how well until | tried to stop using it.

| was warned about the dangers of becoming dependent on it. | refilled the prescription twice, both times after trying to
go without for a couple of days. Finally, | decided | could do without it and | was determined to quit taking it.

| had only taken it for a month but that was all it took for me to experience what | can only describe as bad withdrawal
symptoms. In the middle of my first sleepless night | googled the drug to learn from the experiences of others. Sure
enough, restlessness, insomnia, renewed pain, runny nose, anxiety, and depression were universal side effects of getting
off this drug.

And the whole time, the entire time, | knew that all | needed to do to feel better was to take a couple more pills. They
were right there in the cupboard. But, for me, they very quickly had become the problem rather than the solution. That
is how use can very quickly move to dependency to abuse to addiction. God taught me an important lesson. Addiction is
simply an effort to feel better, rooted in pain, that can take on a life of its own before it takes the life of the addict. It is
as simple as that.

And | learned about the power of community. We heal in community. | am so grateful for the people who came to see
me in the hospital and at home (even if | can’t remember your visits). Spending that time together allowed me to forget
about my pain and feel reconnected. As many times as | have visited others in hospitals or homes, ironically, it never
occurred to me that those visits might actually have been helpful. | should have known better. God is always there in the
room where two or three gather. Perhaps especially when someone is hurting. So thank you all for your visits, your gifts
of food, your cards, and your prayers.

And now we get to enjoy June. Vacation time. The National Youth Gathering. Faith Camp. Lutherhill. May God continue
our education and encourage us to encourage young people.
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President’s Page
by Wendy Farner, Faith’s 2018 Council President

If you ask any of our congregation’s kids or youth what their favorite thing is about Faith Lutheran Church, you are likely
to get the enthusiastic answer, “FAITH CAMP!” | know for my two kids (now young adults), that would be their answer.
And that has been the case from the time they were five. Faith Camp is a ministry that engages members of all ages at
Faith. Atits core, it is a day camp for elementary age kids, from age five through 6th grade. The three week camp is
structured around a theme, and each week there is a Bible story or group of stories that are the focus. The campers
learn the story with their small group (like-aged kids) and then rotate through different stations, where the story is
reinforced through fun activities like crafts, science, music, drama, games and snacks. There is an opening and closing
worship every day, and fun activities on certain days - like splash day, dress-up day and pizza day. The campers love
their time at Faith Camp — when my own kids were young, they literally cried one year when | picked them up a few hours early on the last
day of Faith Camp to leave for Disney World. As we left the Faith Center, these words actually came out of their sobbing mouths, “No
Mom, please, we don’t want to leave Faith Camp to go to Disney World! Don’t make us go!” Ok, enough said about the camper
experience. If this message ended here, it would be pretty powerful. But there’s so much more. All of the above fun and activities are run
and managed by our youth — high school and college-aged kids, who are assisted by our 7th-8th graders. It is a phenomenal undertaking
that the youth tackle with much passion and devotion — everything from interviewing for their positions, to leading worship during camp,
to teaching the Bible stories, to running the stations, to dealing with camper discipline. They develop an incredible bond with each other
as they run the camp, which is the secret to their passion and commitment. They become, in short, a community of disciples leading
others to Christ. And the campers get excited about the Bible stories and Jesus because they are learning from the older kids — where
another strong bond develops. There is nothing more heartwarming than watching your 17 year old study the Bible at night in anticipation
of teaching it to his group of seven year olds the next day. Wow!

But remember | said that Faith Camp engages all ages at Faith. So yes, adults have their roles as well. There is an extremely committed
group of adults who form a team that supports Faith Camp all year round —in all its planning stages. This team is devoted to improving
Faith Camp each year, and has made great strides in the four years of its existence. If anyone feels an urge to get more involved with Faith
Camp, please ask me about being on this team! And then there are the mentors. Each of our high school and college-aged youth at Faith
Camp have an adult mentor who supports them throughout the three weeks of Faith Camp. The mentors pray for their mentees and
touch base a few times a week (usually by text) to check on how things are going. They offer encouragement when the mentees get tired
or stressed, and offer praise when things go well. They sometimes bring treats for their mentee or stop by Faith Camp with lunch — but
that is very optional. The key is to make a connection and support the youth during a time of significant demands being made on these
young people, and yet also a time when they are really growing in their faith.

I have already approached many of you about being a mentor this summer, and some of you have answered the call. But | am still
recruiting a few more mentors. If this sounds appealing or if you feel any passion about working with our youth, please let me know. |
would love to tell you more about Faith Camp and being a mentor. It just might be the most meaningful thing you do this year.




All Sufficient Grace
by Rev. Junfeng Tan, Associate Pastor

Jimmy Linchong was a celebrity movie star in the 1950s and 1960s. He was extremely popular in
Japan, Taiwan, Hong Kong, and South East Asia during the heyday of his career. He was
compared to Elvis Presley. Some fans said he looked like the King and called him “The King of
the East.”

On May 13, 83-year old Jimmy Linchong came to Faith Chinese Fellowship and shared his
spiritual journey. He was brought up in the Buddhist tradition in Taiwan. In his 70s, his agent
and assistant Kevin brought him to church. Though he had attended church for over six years, he
did not want to be baptized, despite repeated appeals from the pastor and church friends. In 2011, he was
diagnosed with stage Ill prostate cancer. His pastor and church friends came to his home to pray for him and
asked him to receive baptism without further delay. In anger and frustration, he drove them away. That same
night, however, he had a mysterious dream, in which he rode on the back of a gigantic bird with white wings in
the cloudy sky. He also received the message from an angel that he should not postpone baptism any longer.
He called his pastor next morning, telling him he was ready to be baptized. “Finally, | surrendered my life to
God,” he said. His baptism took place on Easter Sunday, 2012. A year later, his doctor told him that he was
cancer free. These days he travels to many places to sing praise to God and share his testimony.

After listening to LinChong’s testimony, a friend texted me, “I heard another story of encountering God in the
moment of pain and adversity.” Then she asked, “Do people meet God in good times?” | said, “Of course. We
should remember and thank God when things are going well.” | shared with her the story of Dorothy Day, co-
founder of the Catholic Worker Movement, who committed her life to Jesus Christ after experiencing the great
joy of giving birth to her daughter. It was a new mother’s joy that brought her to a new and deeper
understanding of God’s loving heart for all of God’s children. To explain why so many people find God in the
midst of suffering, | shared with her the words of C. S. Lewis, “Pain insists upon being attended to. God
whispers to us in our pleasures, speaks in our conscience, but shouts in our pain: it is His megaphone to rouse a
deaf world.”

When we suffer and are in pain, we may doubt God’s goodness and power. Some people allow suffering and
pain to drive a wedge between them and God. For others, crisis becomes the catalyst of spiritual rebirth.
Suffering and pain force them to reexamine their life and repent. They come to the realization of their own
vulnerability and weakness. With their own dreams being shattered to a million pieces, they surrender to God
and pray earnestly, “God, help me. You are my help and my salvation.” As a result of intense spiritual searching
and longing, they experience God’s deliverance. They now understand that God is never far away, that God is
all loving and good all the time. They may or may not receive what they ask from God, but they are able to
reconcile their own suffering with God’s mighty power and sovereignty. They find hope, peace, and victory in
communion with God. They may even hear in their heart what Christ said to Apostle Paul, who suffered
because of “a thorn” in his flesh, “My grace is sufficient for you, for power is made perfect in weakness.” (I
Corinthians 12:9)

It is my prayer that we all trust in God’s all-sufficient grace in good times and bad times.




® old Hymnals Find New Home
by Dr. Clayton Faulkner, Director of Worship, Music, and Technology

If you ever glanced around the conference room you probably noticed a large
amount of old, blue With One Voice hymnals on the bookshelf. WOV was a small
hymnal supplement published in 1995 by Augsburg Fortress. It functioned as an

S intermediary step between the publications of Lutheran Book of Worship (LBW) in
I 1978 and Evangelical Lutheran Worship (ELW) in 2006. Many of the songs in WOV With One Voice @
!/". ended up getting included in ELW a decade later. Which is why WOV became
somewhat obsolete, having its contents republished in the newer, larger hymnal.

Since we are always looking for ways to maximize storage at Faith, | began to seek out an
opportunity to put our old WOVs to work. | reached out on Facebook and came into contact with
Army Chaplain Christopher Laughlin. He serves at Fort Leonard Wood in Missouri and said that
the WOV hymnals would be a wonderful addition to the liturgical worship service that he leads at
the base.

Rev. Laughlin writes: “I was an Army Reserve chaplain and a parish pastor; | served a small, rural parish in Michigan. |
currently serve as a basic training battalion chaplain at Fort Leonard Wood, Missouri; I’'m one of three chaplains who lead
worship at the ‘Liturgical Protestant Service.’

Attendance at this service fluctuates between 50 and 200, and it’s the youngest, most diverse congregation | can imagine; it
is truly representative of ‘every nation, tribe,
people and language’ (Revelation 7:9). While
there are a few soldiers and families who are
permanently assigned to Fort Leonard Wood
in attendance, most are trainees who will
attend our service for less than 22 weeks
(many for only 9) while they complete Basic
Combat Training (BCT) and/or Advanced
Individual Training (AIT). They hail from every
state and nearly every continent.

Some attend because this service is the most
comfortable for them, coming from a
liturgical or sacramental background (this
was why | attended a similar service while in
BCT and AIT). Others attend because they prefer hymns over praise music. Still others attend because of the relationship that
they form with their chaplain, or because they are exploring different Christian traditions of worship. The singing fluctuates
wildly in quality, as trainees are often hoarse from ‘being motivated’ (yelling) all week.

Then there are those trainees who attend because congregations and individuals from all over the North/West Lower
Michigan Synod send me cookies for the fellowship time which follows worship each week. This has been a real gift to the
trainees — those cookies are a taste of home and comfort in what is, for many of them, the most difficult and trying time in
their lives.”

I am thrilled that our old hymnals have found a new home and will be put to good use in the days ahead.




Faith Schools u
by Kendolyn Pope, Director of Faith Schools

When summer arrives, we typically begin to think about leisurely days with fewer children and much
less stress. From the looks of it, though, that’s not how this summer will be. This summer we are over-
enrolled by a few children in the Day School and the Mother’s Day Out program is full. 1 don’t
remember this ever happening before. Very few of the families are leaving for extended summer

\ vacations or simply to take the summer off. Only two children out of 40 in the Day School’s three year
old classes left at the end of May. And new families are accepting summer spots so that their children will be
guaranteed a spot for the fall. These are good problems to have, and we certainly appreciate the growth in our
popularity and the positive comments shared by families in the community. Everyone who visits talks about how
their friends have recommended that they come to our Schools. So, we will continue to do our best and offer a
high quality program at a price that is accessible to a diverse group of families in the city. Thank YOU for always
supporting this mission!

This month, we kick off our Storybook Summer with themes like Father’s Day, summer, under the sea, and folk
tales. We will host dads for donuts, and we will experience presentations from the Mobile Dairy and the Houston
Museum of Natural Science’s Docents to Go program. The children love when these special guests visit our school
and remember these experiences long after they’ve ended. We will also have Splash Day twice during the month.
During Splash Days, the children get dressed in their beach attire and play in baby pools and with the water hoses
all afternoon. They love filling buckets and splashing each other. We also close each Splash Day with a popsicle
party which is often the highlight of the week. It’s amazing how much children appreciate these small treats.

We will also continue to watch our garden grow. You may be aware that we host Spring Planting Day each April.
Each child brings a plant to plant in the class garden bed. Those plants are usually dead by the time summer
officially begins. This year, we’ve added herbs, vegetables, and fruits to our gardens. We’ve also trained the
teachers on how to help the flower gardens thrive for much longer. Ms. Denise’s background in horticulture helps
with this. If you have a moment, stop by the gardens and see if you notice any ripe tomatoes, squash, or juicy
strawberries. You can look, but please don’t pick them.

Prayer Corner - God’s Steadfast Love like the morning dew — it quickly evaporates. God’s love is
by Peggy Porter unyielding, tenacious, persistent. Our love is like a blooming

flower — it fades and dies. God’s love is everlasting and new
Read Exodus 34:6-7 and Psalm 13 every morning. Our love is like the ocean waves - God'’s love is
immovable, rock-solid, and trustworthy.

“The steadfast love of the Lord never ceases; his
mercies never come to an end.” (Lamentations The prophet Jeremiah said the only reason Israel was not

3:2) consumed was because of the Lord’s hesed —God’s steadfast
love toward God’s covenant people.

God is love. God’s love for us is entirely underserved. God
God tells us over and over again how much we are loved. In loves us despite our rebellion and sin. God'’s love is full of
fact, the Hebrew word hesed, translated as “steadfast love,” is mercy. In great love, God gave us the Son. Our beautiful
used 248 times in the Old Testament. 127 of those times are  Savior, Jesus Christ, is the perfect expression of God’s
in Psalms. incomparable and steadfast love.

God’s steadfast love — hesed — is difficult to translate, in part Pray: We give thanks to you, Father, that your steadfast love
because it is difficult for us to comprehend a love so for us endures forever. Amen.

great. God’s love so eclipses our frail human hearts that it

seems best to describe it by comparing it to ours: Our love is




The Peace of God
by John Vickery, Director of Youth and Family Ministry

“And the peace of God, which transcends all understanding, will guard your hearts and your minds
in Christ Jesus.” Philippians 4:7

As | write this month’s article, we have just celebrated the confirmation of six young people in our
congregation. It may be a little nostalgic, but | find myself reflecting on my own confirmation and
how my faith has grown over the years whenever this time of year rolls around.

My confirmation was a three year program, each year being split into two semesters. At the end of each
semester we had to write a faith statement. Looking back on those statements today, it is apparent how my faith
changed over those three years. My first faith statement was basically a carbon copy of the Apostles’ Creed. The
creed was something that we said as a congregation every Sunday morning and my parents had taught me that
the creed was an outline of our faith, so it made sense for me to use it almost as a template for a faith
statement. By the end of my confirmation years, | was able to take all of the thoughts that | had about my faith
and was able to put them into my own words. All of a sudden, instead of using something that my parents had
promised to place into my hands in baptism, | was able to now identify, grasp, and interpret it myself.

| also remember being asked by the senior pastor what my confirmation verse would be. Truthfully | hadn’t really
given that question much thought. Then, | was reading one day, and | came across Philippians 4:7. That verse in a
way stopped me in my tracks, and | immediately wrote an email to the pastor saying that it would be my
confirmation verse. It has now grown to be words that | live by. Knowing that although my life may feel chaotic
and out of control, there is a single place that | can find peace. The hopeful truth that the peace of God is so
infectious that it surpasses everything that we can understand, is such a humbling notion.

It is amazing to me how this thought first entered my head ten years ago at my confirmation, but it is still just as
true today. There is one thing that is guaranteed in our life, that we are saved by grace through faith. That truth
is the peace that God gives to us day in and day out!



Faith Camp 2018 - The Great Adventure Parent’s Night Out
Registration now open! Friday, June 8 and 22 @ 6:00 - 10:00 PM
Faith Center Gym

Week 1 July 9-13 Set Your Compass
Week 2 July 16-20 Pack Your Bags
Week 3 July 23-27 Start YOUR Adventure An evening full of activities for kids from ages 6

months to 12 years old. Please RSVP via email to
Save the date and get ready for a great adventure!

Faith Camp is an awesome
opportunity for children ages 5
through grade 6 to hear Bible stories
and play games along with their
peers. Be sure to go to
www.faithbellaire.org/faith-camp to
get more information and to sign up.
If you have any questions contact our
Youth and Family Director, John Vickery
(jvickery@faithbellaire.org).

PNO@faithbellaire.org to ensure that we have a

spot for your kiddo. The cost is $15 per child. You
may pay in cash at the door or online in advance
at faithbellaire.org/give and select PNO.

Fourth of July Family Retreat
Zion Retreat Center, Galveston

Do you and your family need some time away? Join your church family for a relaxing and fun retreat at the
Zion Retreat Center in Galveston for the Fourth of July. The
retreat starts with dinner at 6:30 PM on Tuesday, July 3 and
ends after breakfast on Thursday, July 5. Most of the day on July
4 is left open so families can spend time with each other
participating in the many events that are happening in

Galveston. Family Retreat

The cost is $250 per family which includes two nights lodging, Zion Retreat Center

: . = Galveston Island
two dinners, and two breakfasts! Space is very limited so July 3-5, 2018
register early. For more information contact John Vickery.

ELCA Missionaries to Visit Faith
July9 @ 6:30 PM
Conference Room

Willi and Ann Langdji are ELCA missionaries in Central African Republic. Faith is
one of their 40 sponsoring congregations. They will be coming to visit Faith on July &
9 and 10. It is an opportunity for us to thank them for serving in God’s mission h
field on our behalf. It is also a time for us to learn from them what it means to be a
witness to the gospel of Jesus Christ in a different culture and land. We will hear
from them stories of doing God’s work in partnership with the Lutheran brothers
and sisters in Central African Republic. They will also spend time with Faith
campers and students of Faith schools.

All of you are invited to an evening of meal and conversation with the Langdjis.
Date and time: Monday, July 9 at 6:30 PM
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Sunday Worship Leader Schedule—June 2018

8:30 AM June 3 June 10 June 17 June 24
Acolyte Andres Baerenwald |Aaron Allen Elsa Becker Aidan Fidone
Crucifer Emma Voosen Andy Allen Nicholas Walker Emma Voosen
Lector Troy Becker Doug Elsen Carol Strawn
Communion Lenora Ohlenbusch |Doug Elsen Doug Elsen Sara Karow

Assistants Tom Dorman Scott Ramsey Scott Ramsey Sharon Koch

Asst Minister Joann Welton Joann Welton Karen Elsen Carol Strawn

Ushers Jeff Addicks Art Grove Art Grove Brian Taylor
Troy Becker Bill Freeman Bill Freeman Sharon Richter

Children’s Church

Courtney Fast

Jennifer Blessington

Helen Watson

Marya Marshall

Altar Guild Betty Dossey Betty Dossey Barbara McDowell Barbara McDowell
10:50 AM June 3 June 10 June 17 June 24
Acolytes Aidan Fidone Zach Michaud Andres Baerenwald Nicholas Walker

Dillon Williams

Nate Michaud

Ave Cauley

William Walker

Communion
Assistants

Dave Farner
Michael Farner

Kelley Keller
Susan Tallman

Dave and Wendy Farner

Diana Boihem
Karen Ellison

Asst Minister

Wendy Farner

Wendy Farner

Eric Lerch

Eric Lerch

Ushers

Lerch Family

Parkan Family

Roxy Funchess
Susan Tallman

Dave and Wendy Farner

Children’s Church

Leslie Parkan

Sara Karow

Susan Tallman

Hannah Anderson

Altar Guild

Betty Dossey

Betty Dossey

Barbara McDowell

Barbara McDowell

If you have been scheduled as a worship leader and are unable to serve, please respond by clicking
“Decline” on the Planning Center Online email. You may also arrange to trade with someone else
who is scheduled during the month and advise the church office of the change by
Wednesday afternoon.




Summer Learning at Faith

Children’s Learning - MOVE in the Faith Center Gym every
week for 5th grade and below!

Youth Learning - Middle and high school students will com-
bine every week for service and learning.

p

Sunday at 9:45 AM. .3 ~ ‘ v j a!
June 3 - Film Screening - “A Time for Burning” ‘ m ‘ r

June 10 - “Deciding Your Healthcare” - Rev. Mary Browne
June 17 - “My Testimony” - Evangeline Dai
June 24 - Social Statement on Women and Justice - Kathy Patrick

Adult Learning - We will gather in the Fellowship Hall every F"ea”"“g opportunities every Sunday at 9:45 AM

Faith Lutheran Church Rev. Kerry Nelson Senior Pastor
4600 Bellaire Boulevard at Avenue B Rev. Junfeng Tan Associate Pastor
Bellaire, Texas 77401 Stacy Williams Director of Operations
Dr. Clayton Faulkner Director of Worship, Music, and Technology
Office: 713-664-3048 John Vickery Director of Youth and Family
Fax: 713-664-3371 Kelsey Vickery Children’s Ministry Coordinator
Faith Day School: 713-664-3233 Kendolyn Pope Director of Faith Schools
Mother’s Day Out: 713-664-7726 Yu Cao Office Coordinator
Avier Whitfield Office Coordinator

FaithBellaire.org Alan Balius Organist/Choir Director

FaithDaySchool.org Alicia Obando Building Manager
FaithHouseHouston.org

Ana Rivas Custodian

info@faithbellaire.org Darrell Glenn Facility Services
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